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Secretary’s report

The 2009/10 season was not an easy one, due to the very mixed weather and water conditions – a recurrence of drought level flows for much of the summer, followed by the coldest winter for decades, with the river inaccessible at times due to snow and by cold spates, including an extremely high one, caused by snow melt, in February, when the road at Barcombe Mills was again flooded and closed for a while.

Nevertheless, the usual specimen fish were caught, including double figure sea trout, a 30lb + carp  and pike into the 20’s  but some of the most intriguing  reports were of fish which were seen but not caught. A number of huge sea trout were seen in the upper tidal river in late June and early July, estimated by experienced anglers, who saw them at close range as 20lb +. One fish, estimated at 1m (40˝) long could have been close to 30lb and, if captured, a UK record. None of these fish is known to have taken a lure, though at least one did follow a spinner in before turning away. Some very big perch, in the 4-5lb range, were also observed, again in the upper tidal section, by sea trout anglers following lures to the bank, but again turning away at the last second. In the same area a huge common carp, estimated as being at least in the mid 40’s, was also seen. 

In last years newsletter I gave an account of all the species of fish that may be encountered, and their maximum size, in the OAPS fishery and it is interesting to look back over what I wrote then and see whether, if that account were to be written for the first time this year, there would be any changes. In fact there would be three. I noted last year that wels catfish had not been reported from the OAPS fishery, although I predicted that one could potentially turn up, particularly as there had been reports of one or more having been caught a little further downstream, in Lewes. This prediction proved correct, with a very well documented capture, with photographs, of a wels of about 5lb in the Hamsey area. Although not as well documented, it is understood that other wels were caught; all fish of 3-5lb, and in the same general area. A consequence of these captures was a lively discussion (including on internet forums) as to the legality of returning wels, and other non-native species, to the river. The Society’s website has been modified to include the relevant information, but to summarise it is illegal under the terms of the Wildlife and Countryside Act to return a wels to the river if one is captured. It is to be hoped that a breeding population of wels does not become established in the river, as this would be undesirable for the native fish species. The second modification to the account of the Ouse fish species relates to the comment I made last year that I only knew of one definite brown trout of over a pound from the OAPS fishery, with most larger “brown” trout proving to be coloured sea trout. I was therefore very surprised when spinning a mepps upstream of Barcombe Mils to take what was undoubtedly a proper brown trout of about two pounds – until it was in the net I assumed it was a small sea trout, but with the characteristic large red spots with white halos surrounding them, it was clearly a brown. The final modification refers to my speculation that a double figure barbel may exist somewhere, uncaught, in the OAPS fishery. This speculation proved accurate but not in the most positive way; in June a dead 10lb barbel was found in the Andrews Stream, probably a casualty of spawning. However, it is unlikely to be the only fish of this size in the fishery and for a specimen hunter prepared to put in the hours, a double figure fish may still be a possibility.

During 2009 Jim unfortunately experienced a health problem which, for the first time since he became a bailiff with the Society, over 40 years ago, meant that he had to take a little time out. However, he is now fighting fit again and out and about in all conditions. Last July he was awarded a long service award (presented to him at the Game Fair) by the Country Landowners Association in recognition of his decades of dedicated work with OAPS.
A Revised permit structure for 2010 – a new permit category will be required for sea trout fishing
For many years OAPS has issued season permits which cover angling for both sea trout and coarse fish, however, taking the Society’s history as a whole – since its inception in 1875 – this situation is actually unusual, as over most of its history separate sea trout and coarse fish permits were issued. The Committee has decided that, in order to manage the sea trout stock in a sustainable manner, for the benefit of current and future permit holders, and the Society itself, a more effective means of management is to revert to the previous position, where separate sea trout and coarse fish permits are again issued. Many other angling societies issue separate game and coarse fishing permits, so this move is in step with the situation elsewhere. For the forthcoming season (and subsequent years) if you wish to fish for sea trout you must purchase the newly introduced Sea Trout Permit (which also covers fishing for coarse fish).  Separate Adult, Senior and Under 19 Sea Trout Permits will be issued and these will only be available from Jim Smith, and not from any other outlet. The reason for making permits available only from Jim is to allow the Society to implement more effective management of the sea trout fishery and stock. One of the management measures the Society will be implementing is that each year a maximum of 50 sea trout permits (including Sea Trout Senior and Under 19 Permits) per year will be issued.  An application form for the new Sea Trout Permits, to be returned to Jim Smith, is enclosed with this Newsletter. There will be, for the 2010 season, a modest price differential between Sea Trout and Coarse fish permits, with Sea Trout Permits costing £10 more than their Coarse Fish equivalent. The Committee has been of the opinion for some time that the cost of sea trout fishing on OAPS waters is too low and in recent years has been in a position where the revenue received via permits sold has not been adequate to balance the books; in particular, we have had to pay increased rents for some stretches. We have therefore decided to revise the permit structure, so as to put the Society in a financial position whereby it can continue to rent, and to make available to permit holders, the most productive stretches of the river. With the Ouse being the UK river with the highest average weight for sea trout, and with the catch holding up well even during the drought season encountered last year, we consider that, even at the revised price, sea trout fishing on the OAPS waters remains exceptionally good value compared to prices elsewhere.  We would emphasize that in no way is the increase in price intended to penalize sea trout anglers; on the contrary it is intended to ensure that the Society can continue to provide them with access to the Ouse, both now and into the future. 
The other change in the permit structure which will be introduced for this year is that the current Junior Annual Permit is being replaced by an Under 19s Annual Permit, which, to encourage more young anglers to fish, will not be required until an angler reaches his or her 14th birthday (anglers under 14 will be allowed to fish OAPS waters without a permit, as long as they are accompanied by an adult or senior permit holder). Young anglers may fish on an Under 19s Annual Permit until their 19th birthday, when an adult permit will be required. Two types of Under 19s permits will be issued; one covering coarse fish only, which is available from all our outlets, and an Under 19s Sea Trout Permit, which, as is the case with Adult and Senior Sea Trout Permits will only be available from Jim Smith. The new Under 19s Permits replace the Junior permit, which was required by anglers aged 12-16 (with young anglers under 12, accompanied by an adult permit holder, not requiring a permit). The bonus is that young anglers will (so long as they are accompanied by an adult) enjoy an extra 2 years of fishing OAPS waters before they require their first permit, and an extra two years of angling at a concessionary rate before they require their first adult permit, at the age of 19.
Good news with respect to the OAPS fishery
Last season started with some uncertainty as to the extent of fishing which the Society would be able to offer with, at the time the last Newsletter was circulated, the Society not able to access fishing on the Andrews Stream and Cut and the main river in the field upstream of the Andrews Cut. We are very pleased that this situation was quickly resolved and that the Society is again able to offer this fishing to permit holders. In fact, there is some extremely good news in that we have been able to acquire the freehold fishing rights to these stretches, making them the property of the Society in perpetuity. With the Society already owning the rights immediately downstream (the Barcombe Mills Pool and adjacent waters) this means that it now has ownership of a substantial, continuous length of freehold fishing rights. In addition to the security it offers, in that this water will always be available to permit holders, it makes it realistic for the Society to, for example, invest in long term habitat improvements to the fishery, which will provide better habitat for the fish, and more fish available for anglers. There is a slight change with respect to access to the Andrews Stream and Cut, and the main river in the field upstream of the off take for the Andrews Cut, in that there is now a limit on the number of anglers who may fish at any one time. In the field which includes the Andrews Stream and the south bank of the Andrews Cut, a maximum of 6 anglers may fish at any one time, and in the field to the north of this (which includes access to the north bank of the Andrews Cut, and the main river from where it is joined by the Andrews Cut, to just south of Barcombe Reservoir), a maximum of 12 anglers may fish on any occasion. While, based on many years experience, it is unlikely that more anglers than the specified limit will wish to fish on any occasion, please note that these are fixed (in the Society’s title deeds) limits on numbers and that they must not be exceeded. There is plenty of water available upstream and downstream of the two fields, in the unlikely event of finding the two fields fully occupied, so there should be no undue inconvenience to anglers. 
The adjacent water, which is marked on the maps in the Information Pack supplied when you buy a permit, includes the Brown’s fishery, from the Anchor weirpool downstream, for which I am pleased to report that a further lease has been secured. This water remains available to annual (including winter) permit holders (but not to day ticket anglers) and is a very useful and extensive piece of water, well worth investigating, for the specialist angler particularly for big pike, carp, the occasional large barbel to at least 9lb and, in increasing numbers big perch to 3lb, although it also affords excellent opportunities for mixed bags of coarse fish for those who do not want to specialise. The extent of this new water is shown in the 2010/11 Information Pack, which you will receive when purchasing a permit.
Continuing access to the Copthorne Society waters
We are pleased to report that the arrangement whereby O.A.P.S. permit holders have the opportunity to fish the Copthorne and District Angling Society’s waters, including Piltdown Pond, remains in place for 2010/11 season, including year round access at Piltdown where there is no closed season. There is one change, in that the Copthorne Society no longer has the fishing on Horse Pasture Pond, one of the Rowfant Lakes. Please note that the Copthorne lakes may be booked for matches from time to time; a list of match dates and more information about the lakes is available on the Copthorne and District Angling Society’s website (www.copthorneangling.co.uk ).
Barcombe Mills Pool and Surrounding Waters

Unfortunately I have to report that there have been a number of incidents of anglers fishing the Barcombe Mills Pool for sea trout without having booked the Pool via Jim. The Society emphasises that, during the sea trout season, the Pool may only be fished by Sea Trout Permit holders, who have purchased, in advance, an additional Pool Permit from Jim. Also, of particular concern, there have been reports of anglers fishing for sea trout in the House Stream, downstream of the Old Toll Road. This section of water is strictly out of bounds during the sea trout season and any anglers found fishing this water (or the Pool itself without having booked it and obtained a Pool Permit from Jim) will be breaching the rules of the Society and will have their current annual permit withdrawn and will be permanently banned from purchasing any permit for the Society’s waters. The Society’s bailiffs will be issued with information about when the Mill Pool is booked, and by whom, in order to ensure that no unauthorised fishing takes place.
During prolonged periods of dry weather, sea trout may build up in large numbers in the Mill Pool and under these conditions the Society may decide to close the Pool to sea trout fishing, in order to avoid unduly stressing the fish. The Pool was subject to such a closure towards the end of the last season and, whilst we hope that there will not be frequent recurrences of the adverse conditions which make it necessary to close the Pool in 2009 (and also in 2006), the Society reserves the right to do so when appropriate. As you may have noted in the Information Pack there is also a provision for the Society to delay the opening of the Mill Pool for general coarse fishing on November 1st each year, if there is a significant build up of sea trout. It has not been necessary to implement this rule in recent years, but it may be necessary in the future if drought conditions persist into the late autumn. The Environment Agency has plans to improve fish passage at the Mill Pool and this will hopefully prevent the problem of sea trout building up in large numbers in the Mill Pool; an effective fish pass would enable them to continue their upstream migration. 
Coarse Fishing 2009/10 Season
Looking first at carp fishing, low flows for much of the summer meant that conditions for surface fishing were better than for much of the previous two summers and some very good fish were caught off the top, particularly on the tidal stretch. However, fish were also taken on ledgered baits as well; although plenty still fell to low tech baits such as meat, a significant number were taken on boilies or pellets.  While carp anglers are often reticent to report their catches, at least one 30lb + fish is known to have been caught, with a number of others in the upper 20’s. Particularly notable was the sighting of a huge common carp, certainly into the mid 40’s and perhaps bigger, which was seen in the upper tidal stretch on two occasions. This is almost certainly a different fish to the similarly sized one which I had previously spotted (also on two occasions, but several years apart) much further upstream and reported in a previous Newsletter. Although both are commons, they are different in build and colour, one being a deep chestnut coloured, fairly slimly built fish, the other being stockier and a lighter olive brown/green. Ouse carp are generally quite easy to locate, spending, at least during settled warm weather, a lot of time on the top, however the very big (30lb+) fish behave differently, very seldom being seen. On the few occasions when they have been spotted, they also seem to ignore floating bread, which their smaller companions will usually take enthusiastically. The route to success with one of these fish is thus likely to be a ledgered, rather than surface fished bait; the largest carp caught to date from the fishery (including the probable river record of 34lb 10oz taken in 2007) have all fallen to ledgered baits, with meat having proven particularly successful.
Pike fishing started well during the unseasonably warm late autumn and early winter weather, but the abrupt change to sub-zero temperatures and heavy snowfalls, and the subsequent spates as the snow melted meant that for much of the time conditions were not favourable for fishing and at times the river was essentially inaccessible. Nevertheless, when conditions allowed, although there was no 30 pounder last season,  the usual specimen fish to the mid and upper 20’s were caught, as far as is known all to  sea-fish deadbaits, and, unusually, none to lures. Probably the very low temperatures, while they would not have deterred large pike from slowly homing in on a stationary deadbait, stopped them from actively chasing lures. While the majority of the 20lb fish came from the tidal river, an increasing number of 20 pounders (including fish only a fraction short of 30lb) are now being taken on the non-tidal river, as far upstream as the upper limit of the C&DAS fishery at Goldbridge. 
During the 2009/10 season the Society, in view of the fact that some anglers targeting pike had been doing so with less than adequate tackle and nets, while not prescribing e.g. a minimum line breaking strain or landing net size, did make it a requirement that all anglers fishing for pike should ensure that they use adequate tackle – including rods, main line, traces and nets. We are pleased that there have been fewer incidents this year of inadequate tackle being used, but would reiterate the advice given last year – if you are not experienced in pike fishing, but wish to try it, then take advice from your tackle dealer, friends with experience of pike fishing, or give Jim a call. Also, it is worth bearing in mind that, with huge fish showing up throughout the whole OAPS stretch now, it is not just in the tidal fishery (where historically most of the big pike have come from) that strong tackle is needed. Anglers plug fishing for what they anticipated would only be jacks in the narrow upper sections of the fishery have encountered fish of nearer 30 than 20lb; the playing and landing of big fish here arguably needs even stronger tackle than is needed on the tidal stretch because in the upper reaches the often steep tree-lined banks with limited access to the water makes tackle strong enough to quickly control a big fish important, as it  cannot always be followed along the bank, or allowed to run, as is the case on much of the tidal river.
As reported in previous Newsletters, small barbel reappeared in numbers in 2007, when multiple catches (up to 8 at a time) of albeit very small fish in the 2-8oz range were taken. By 2008 these fish were in the 8-12oz range and by last summer they were 1lb+ fish. However, they were usually encountered singly in mixed bags, rather than numbers of them being taken at a time. They seem to be well dispersed through the fishery and within a few years should be sizeable fish. While they continue to grow, the small stock of large barbel were encountered again by anglers, particularly in the Anchor weirpool where individuals to 9lb were caught. I speculated in last years Newsletter that bigger fish may exist and that perhaps a double figure barbel fish was on the cards for 2009. This proved partially correct in that, as reported in the introduction to this Newsletter, a previously unknown 10lb barbel was found dead by one of the Society’s bailiffs in the Andrews Stream. It is probably unlikely that it was the only double figure barbel in the OAPS fishery, so perhaps 2010 will see one banked. 
For the angler seeking a mixed bag of fish there was again good sport when conditions allowed; the unseasonably mild autumn and early winter meant that such bags were being taken into November until the cold weather finally arrived. In the slow water upstream of Barcombe Mills, a tench or two, usually in the 3-4lb class, frequently featured in mixed bags and perch of a pound to a pound and a half were also regularly encountered, along with some significantly larger fish, including a 3 pounder from downstream of the Anchor weir.  As noted in the introduction, some much bigger perch were also seen by sea trout anglers on the upper tidal river, including one which was probably 5lb.I’m sorry to say that during 2009/10 I fished the river less than in any previous year, however one evening I made a snap decision to make a visit to catch a 2lb perch – something I’d never achieved from the Ouse. Arriving at the Anchor weirpool I quickly took a succession of small chub and perch to 8oz on float fished redworms, then, within 20 minutes of starting I had a strong bite which, on striking, translated into a powerful fish which engaged in a lot of head shaking. A few minutes later a perch of exactly 2lb was in the net. I wish that my other attempts to catch a specific specimen fish went so smoothly!
I’ve previously reported on the extreme reduction (of over 90%) in eel numbers affecting not just the Ouse but others rivers across the country. Given this backdrop, rather surprisingly quite a few eels were caught in the deep water above the Mills last summer. However, this does not, unfortunately, mean that eel numbers are on the increase again, it is more likely that, for unknown reasons, eels had concentrated in this area last summer. As I mentioned last year, the Ouse has been selected as one of the rivers included in a national eel monitoring programme, and the first electric-fishing surveys for this programme were undertaken in autumn 2009. While some eels were captured, the numbers are exceptionally low compared to stocks a few decades back, when eels of 4lb + were regular captures, particularly in the deep water around the Anchor, and dedicated eel anglers were guaranteed almost continual action towards dusk, when eels averaging around 2lb in some stretches, started to feed.
Sea Trout Fishing 2009 Season 
The 2009 season produced about 40 fish; comparable with the catch during each of the previous three seasons and by no means a bad total, considering that flows were, overall, much lower last season than during the previous two. The season however started with the river carrying a decent flow (though this did not last for long) and with fish running in reasonable numbers from around the start of June. As is frequently the case, there was a peak in double figure fish being sighted (and a few taken) during the second half of June and early July. A number of fish of around the 10lb mark were recorded, so the Ouse has maintained its position as one of few rivers in the UK which consistently produces double figure fish on an annual basis. However a number of very much larger fish, of 15lb or more, were seen. Amongst these was one estimated at 1.2m (40״). It is difficult to estimate the weight of such a fish; it will depend on its build, however a fish of this size would weigh, even if slimly built for an Ouse fish, at least 20lb and could approach 30lb and thus in excess of the current UK record. This particular fish could not be tempted to take, although it did follow in a spinner on at least one occasion.
As the season progressed and rain failed to materialise, very low flows affected the lower river, and towards the end of the season the Society’s committee took the decision to close the Barcombe Mills Pool to fishing, in order to prevent further stress to the large numbers of fish which had built up in the pool.  The season ended with low water (although some good fish were still being taken on the tidal section, up to and including the last day of the season), but the river went into spate during November; on this high water the fish already in the river moved rapidly upstream and new fish ran in, and spawning was well underway by mid-to end November – an unusual situation, as there is usually little spawning until after Christmas. As was the case during the three previous winters, high water made redd counting difficult, however there was again a particularly rigorous redd-counting exercise undertaken in part of the catchment this winter, organised by the Sussex Ouse Conservation Society (S.O.C.S.). As was the case last year, this indicated that redd counts were well below historic levels, making measures to conserve the sea trout stock essential for its future. While the EA have yet to formally publish the fishery survey data for 2009, it is understood that sea trout parr numbers in the important spawning streams such as the Bevern were low – a not unexpected finding, given that the stream was close to drying up as the drought took hold in late summer. This may have resulted in a smaller downstream smolt run, which could be reflected by fewer returning adults over the next couple of years. The Committee remains very much aware that the Society has an obligation to sustainably manage the sea trout stock so that angling for these superb fish can be enjoyed not just by current permit holders, but by future generations and very strongly recommends catch and release of ALL sea trout taken on the Society’s waters. The Committee is pleased that a majority of anglers are happy to fish on this basis. We again particularly request that all large - certainly all double figure – fish are returned to the river. These large fish are a particularly valuable component of the stock, with the females carrying large numbers of eggs; they also may comprise a discrete component of the population whose offspring may themselves grow into very big fish. On a purely practical level, large sea trout do not make good eating; the flesh is often pale and fibrous with little taste. 
New research on the Ouse sea trout stock
In addition to practical measures, such as setting bag limits and promoting catch and release, which can be implemented directly by the Society and its permit holders, two studies are now underway which will establish information about, and help to protect, the Ouse sea trout stock. The first is a major study, called the Atlantic ARC project which will include the genetic analysis of sea trout (and other migratory fish) populations along the south coast of England. Parallel studies will also be undertaken on the sea trout stocks of the North and Celtic Seas. This research will hopefully answer questions such as to what extent there is a discrete stock of sea trout in Sussex. It is increasingly recognised that there is a distinctive stock of sea trout in SE England, from around the Straights of Dover to the New Forest area; of all the rivers in this region, the Ouse probably carries the most significant population. The projected genetic work will hopefully confirm this and, as the genetic analysis will include fish caught at sea, it may help to identify where our fish go to feed at sea when they leave the river as smolts. 
Whilst the full details have yet to be worked out at the time of writing (I am liaising with a  number of scientists including at the Westcountry Rivers Trust and Exeter University, which will have an important role in the Atlantic ARC project, to finalise arrangements), it is anticipated that OAPS sea trout anglers will also have an important role in providing samples which can be used for this project, just as they have, for many years, sent scale samples to Jim Smith, which he has then sent to Dr Clive Fetter for him to do scale readings. The new study will include the analysis of the DNA (genetic material) of sea trout (and other migratory fish) from rivers along the south coast, including the Ouse. Essentially, the science underpinning this is not dissimilar from the genetic fingerprinting used to identify suspects in criminal cases, however the application of genetic analysis to studying fish stocks is a highly complex and specialist subject, which requires expert planning and implementation to produce meaningful results. I am currently in discussions as to exactly how OAPS will be involved in the study, however an important element of the study will be to procure DNA sampled from enough fish for statistically significant results to be generated; a possible consequence of this is that scale samples may need to be taken from sea trout which are returned as well as any which are kept (the Society still strongly advocates catch and release of ALL sea trout, and certainly does not anticipate that any sea trout should be killed just to obtain scale samples). Once the details of the project are worked out, sea trout permit holders will be sent details of it, and how they can contribute by submitting scale (and possible other) samples.
In addition to newly collected samples Clive Fetter has diligently stored the scales anglers have sent to him over the years and it is possible that this archive of scales can also be used for the new genetic studies – if this proves to be the case, it will result in the Ouse sea trout stock being one of the best studied, and hopefully understood, in the UK. Clive also has an archive of scales from Adur sea trout, so there should be the possibility to compare how closely related the Ouse and Adur stocks are. As sea trout anglers will have undoubtedly have noticed, while most Ouse fish are very heavily spotted, the occasional fish is captured which has very few spots and  some are virtually spotless, and look very different indeed. I mentioned in a previous Newsletter that the Society’s old records document that, approaching  100 years ago, barbel were transferred to the Ouse from the River Wandle. It also appears that Wandle trout were stocked into the Ouse at around the same time. A distinctive characteristic of the original wild strain of trout from the Thames catchment (the Wandle is a Thames tributary) is that they had very few spots. It is intriguing to think that the occasional lightly spotted Ouse sea trout which we encounter may be a descendant of Wandle fish. The genetics project may, by comparing the DNA of these unusual Ouse fish with the DNA of the few stuffed Wandle trout known to still exist (Wandle trout, due to pollution, became extinct in the 1930’s) confirm or refute this. A similar situation with respect to spotty and non-spotty sea trout occurs in the Rio Gallegos in Patagonia, now a mecca for sea trout anglers, although the fish are not native to S America. In the first few decades of the 20th century brown trout from the UK were transported to, and stocked into, a number of Argentinean rivers, where they quickly developed migratory habits and established prolific sea trout runs. The Rio Gallegos was reportedly stocked with Loch Leven trout, which is a heavily spotted race, and Thames watershed trout, with sparse spotting. The current, many decades later, mix of heavily and lightly spotted fish in the Rio Gallegos has been attributed to this mixed Leven/Thames ancestry and it is possible something similar has occurred in the Ouse.
The second study, on the sea trout stocks of rivers within the EA Southern Region (which includes the Ouse), is being undertaken for the Environment Agency, by the Wild Trout Trust and Atlantic Salmon Trust and it is anticipated that it will facilitate the development of  sea trout action plans for rivers in SE England, including the Ouse. I understand that a draft report has now been produced, which I should receive soon. As noted in last years Newsletter, statutory Salmon Action Plans, prepared by the Environment Agency, are now being extended to include sea trout. Previously, these plans only needed to be prepared for those rivers which supported a salmon population, whereas rivers which held a significant sea trout population, but no salmon, missed out. This omission is to be remedied and the Ouse (and other rivers in the region, including the Adur, Arun and Eastern Rother, which all have sea trout runs, but no salmon) will now need to have plans prepared. The implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive – which is addressed in the next section of this Newsletter – means that the plans may be published in a different format– as part of wider plans – to the Salmon Action Plans produced to date, however their production will be a welcome, and overdue, development and the Wild Trout Trust/Atlantic Salmon Trust study should help progress this. 
The EU Water Framework Directive and habitat enhancement projects
The previous three Newsletters have provided a commentary on the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD), of relevance to all anglers as potentially one of the most powerful pieces of legislation ever introduced for the purposes of protecting the aquatic environment. To reiterate briefly, the objective of the Directive is essentially that all rivers should ultimately (between 2015 & 2027) achieve what is termed Good Ecological Status. The Ouse falls within what is defined as the South East River Basin District, a large area which includes all the rivers entering the coast from the New Forest to the Medway. The Environment Agency, which is responsible for implementing the Directive, had recently published its Draft River Basin Management Plan at the time I wrote the last Newsletter. Since then there has been a period of consultation (ending on June 22nd 2009), with a revised Plan published in September and the final Plan signed off in December. As part of the consultation process I drafted a submission (which ran to over 27,000 words!) with respect to the Ouse and Adur WFD “catchment” (a WFD “catchment” isn’t necessarily a single river and the Ouse and Adur together comprise a WFD catchment) jointly on behalf of OAPS, The Sussex Ouse Conservation Society (SOCS), The River Adur Conservation Society (RACS) and a number of other angling clubs with fishing on the Ouse and/or Adur. One of the results of this submission is that I attended a meeting with the EA in December, shortly before the final Plan was signed off, during which it was agreed that the Plan would be modified to include a series of habitat enhancement projects for which funding had been secured by the Sussex Ouse and River Adur Conservation Societies (SOCS & RACS). 
Previously I have reported that SOCS was planning a major project which would include habitat restoration in relation to the minor Chalk stream tributaries of the Ouse. Although these tiny streams are of no significance in their own right from an angling perspective, they provide a vital link in the life cycle of the Ouse sea trout stock. Improving these as a habitat where sea trout can spawn should ultimately boost both the river’s sea trout numbers and anglers’ catches. The situation as reported last year was that SOCS (& RACS) had, working as part of the Association of Rivers Trusts (ART; www.associationofriverstrusts.org.uk ), participated in a partnership bid for EU funding and that the outcome of this bid was expected during the summer. I am delighted to report that this bid was successful, and that work is now underway. The project is called the WATER project; WATER standing for Wetted Land: The Assessment, Techniques and Economics of Restoration. The lead partner of this ambitious 3.8 million euro project, funded under the Interreg IVA programme, which aims to promote collaboration between French and English organisations on either side of the Channel, is the Westcountry Rivers Trust. There are four partner organisations in England and seven in France; the English partners include the Association of Rivers Trusts (ART) and it is through ART that SOCS and RACS (both ART members) are involved in WATER. The project has a number of key objectives (details of which are available at www.projectwater.eu ), however as far as SOCS and RACS are concerned, the two societies will have a key role in planning and delivering wetland enhancements and a programme of wetland related educational visits. Details of how the project will run are still being finalised, however we anticipate that SOCS and RACS will undertake 20 individual wetland creation or enhancement projects within the catchments of the two rivers. This is important work, given that there has been such a serious loss of wetlands, both in Sussex and nationally. SOCS and RACS will be collaborating with the Wandle Trust (a coincidence, considering that as mentioned above fish, including barbel and trout were transported from the Wandle to the Ouse around 100 years ago) to deliver WATER project objectives, especially the educational visits. There will be a series of these, aimed at a range of audiences; some of these will be open to all members of SOCS, RACS and angling societies including OAPS; details will be announced, including on the SOCS and OAPS websites, once the programme has been finalised.

As well as this involvement in the WATER project, additional funding was secured by SOCS and RACS for another series of projects funded by Defra via ART. The UK is obliged to implement the Water Framework Directive (WFD), which, as noted above, with some caveats, requires rivers to achieve Good Ecological Status over a series of three implementation periods, the first finishing in 2015 and the final one in 2027.  A wide variety of measures will be adopted to, where watercourses are currently failing to achieve Good Status, restore them to this level, including physical habitat restoration programmes and improving fish passage at obstructions. Such measures can be very expensive and Defra has made a substantial sum available to ART, which may be used by individual ART member organisations, to implement improvements.  River Trusts have a strong track record for delivery of cost effective habitat enhancement programmes and, as a result of the Defra funding, SOCS and RACS will now be able to engage in work of this type. OAPS is closely involved in this work, and in addition to my input I am pleased that Jim Smith and Karl Parker (an OAPS Committee member) are actively involved. 
The Defra funding package relates to three main areas; salmon action plans; addressing fish passage at obstructions and eel management plans. While the Ouse and Adur do not have salmon populations, as noted above “salmon” action plans have recently been extended in scope to include sea trout, making the two rivers eligible for funding via this route. Eel populations have declined drastically both in the Ouse and Adur and across the UK and Western Europe and plans and actions are now being developed in order to try and help the species recover. SOCS has been successful in securing funding for three individual programmes, two of them in conjunction with RACS. 
The first of these projects, and the one which relates most directly to the OAPS fishery, will involve habitat enhancement of the Andrews Stream, which is the original course of the Ouse at Barcombe Mills, and as well as its importance to OAPS as part of its fishery portfolio, a nationally important site for sea lamprey spawning. In particular, the ecology of the stream has been damaged by historical dredging activity, which removed most of the gravel bed, used by the lampreys and a range of other species, including sea trout, dace and barbel, in which to deposit their eggs. In fact, the Andrew’s Stream is of great significance as a spawning habitat for many of the fish in the tidal Ouse, but is significantly underperforming due to it having been damaged by dredging activity.  It is planned that the habitat enhancement work on the Andrews Stream, which will involve re-introducing gravel beds, and re-establishing the natural riffle-pool regime will, depending on the prevailing weather, be undertaken during the late summer, or early autumn. It will be necessary to close sections of the Stream to fishing for a short period (a few days) while the works are being undertaken. This loss of gravel which afflicts the Andrews Stream is a catchment wide problem affecting both the Ouse and Adur, and the second project, a joint SOCS/RACS one, will be to restore gravel beds in a number of tributaries of the two rivers. As well as, in particular, benefiting the sea trout population, and hence the Ouse sea trout fishery, this will help to restore the natural riffle/pool regime, itself an element of Good Ecological Status, which was in many stretches severely damaged by dredging works, especially during the 1960’s and 70’s. The final Defra funded project, again a joint SOCS/RACS one, concerns addressing fish passage at obstructions. We are still finalising the details of this project but it will relate primarily to structures (weirs and culverts) on tributaries of the rivers. Probably around 50% of potential sea trout habitat within the Ouse catchment is currently inaccessible due to impassable structures; if sea trout could access an increased proportion of the catchment, this could significantly enhance the overall Ouse sea trout stock, increasing the number of fish running through OAPS waters. Most of the physical work on these projects will be undertaken by SOCS volunteers (the SOCS Task Force). Already a number of OAPS permit holders generously participate in Task Force work, and others who wish to get involved would be most welcome. If you are interested in this, take a look at the S.O.C.S. website (www.sussex-ouse.org.uk). In addition to the obstructions to be tackled by SOCS and RACS, the Angling Trust (AT) is taking an interest in certain problematic structures in the Ouse catchment, and I attended a constructive site visit earlier this year with AT and EA representatives, which I hope will lead to modifications to the structures which will improve to fish passage at them being implemented in the near future. 

It is worth making a general point here; that it is not only true migratory species, including sea trout and eels, which benefit from improved fish passage at obstructions. While coarse fish do not make the long distance migrations, they may still make much smaller – perhaps only a few km – migrations, particularly to reach suitable spawning habitat. If these local migrations are blocked or impeded by weirs or sluices, coarse fish populations may suffer. Historically, fish passes have been designed with salmon or sea trout only in mind. Passes suitable for these powerful swimmers (and jumpers) may still be impassable to coarse fish, hence there is now an increased emphasis on “multi-species” fish passes, which are designed to be passable to coarse fish as well.
While, over the past year, much attention has focused on the EU Water Framework Directive, another recent - and welcome – development has been the establishment of the Biodiversity Integration Group for Rivers. Priority Biodiversity habitats have been a keystone of UK conservation policy for many years, with Biodiversity Action Plans being developed for them, however, until recently, with respect to rivers, only Chalk rivers were recognised as priority habitats. Arguably, this has led to other river types (such as Wealden rivers like the Ouse) receiving less attention than was warranted  This has recently changed, with priority biodiversity status being extended to all other types of rivers. The exact way in which this will be implemented is currently being established by the (national) Biodiversity Integration Group for Rivers, of which I am a member. A systematic problem with previous conservation approaches which have been applied to rivers is that small headwater streams have often been neglected. While they may be of no direct interest to anglers, what happens in these headwaters is critical to how the main rivers which they feed perform as fisheries. With the Ouse receiving most of its water from a network of minor tributaries rising in the Sussex Weald this is an issue particularly relevant to our river. Hopefully the new conservation strategy being introduced will remedy this deficiency.
Proposals for hydroelectric scheme at Barcombe Mills and a Reservoir at Clay Hill 
An issue I’d like to briefly address, as I’ve been asked questions by permit holders, concerns, albeit tentative, proposals for using Barcombe Mills as a site for generating hydroelectricity. Sadly these proposals were put forward without OAPS being informed or consulted, even though the Society owns freehold fishing rights at Barcombe Mills. Hydroelectricity infrastructure can potentially have a range of adverse impacts, especially where there are migratory fish stocks, which is certainly the case at Barcombe Mills. Even if using the entire summer flow of the Ouse at Barcombe Mills to generate electricity, such a scheme would probably generate only enough power for a few houses. In the event of any formal proposal being made, OAPS will make a measured response, based on protecting both the ecology and fish populations of the Ouse, and the OAPS fishery. On a much bigger scale of engineering, SE Water has proposed that, as one of a range of options, a new reservoir could be sited at Clay Hill, not far from Barcombe Mills and the current Barcombe Reservoir. However, no specific planning application for such a reservoir has been submitted; while a Public Inquiry will start later this year into SE Waters Water Management Plan, this is not a specific Inquiry in relation to Barcombe Reservoir. In the event of a formal application ever being made for a reservoir at Clay Hill, OAPS will again make a measured response at that stage.
Rule changes
As noted above, there will be some new rules in force for 2010; the following text has already been published on the OAPS website, and the rules will be included in the 2010/11 information pack, issued with permits:
1. Over the last couple of seasons some confusion has developed over who is and isn’t allowed to fish the Mill Pool and surrounding streams during the Sea Trout fishing season. In order to make this situation clear, the following new rule will be added by the Society:
“From 01 May to 31 October each year, the Mill Pool and surrounding streams (the area bounded by the circuit of roads from the main Barcombe Mills road to the south, to the old toll road to the north) is reserved SOLELY for Sea Trout anglers who are in possession of the Society’s Sea Trout permit PLUS Pool permit(s) for the day they are fishing. 

Any anglers found fishing in this area without the Society’s Pool permit(s) during this period will have their current season’s annual permit withdrawn immediately and be given a lifetime ban from purchasing further permits from the Society.”
2. Last season a question was asked about who could purchase guest permits. The guest permit rule has been amended to read as follows:
“A maximum of two guest permits per day are available to any Adult or Senior Annual permit holders and must be purchased in advance from either the Head Bailiff or Permit Secretary – prices for 2010-2011 are £7.50 for adult guests and £3.75 for Under 19s. The guest(s) must be accompanied at all times by the permit holder.”

3. The Society needs to restrict the number of anglers who can fish from the field to the south of Barcombe reservoir and the fields bounded by the Andrew’s stream to the south and east. Although it is highly unlikely that these numbers will be reached, the following rules will be added:
“The field to the south of Barcombe reservoir (the main river from the reservoir south to where is joins the Andrew’s Cut, together with the north bank of the Andrew’s Cut): A maximum of 12 anglers to be fishing at any one time.

The fields bounded to the north by the Andrew’s Cut from Andrew’s weir, west to the first gate and to the south and east by Andrew’s Stream: A maximum of 6 anglers to be fishing at any one time.

If either of these maximums have been reached before you arrive, do not fish these areas until numbers allow.
Outlets for Permits
Annual Sea Trout Permits (Adult, Senior and Under 19s) are available only directly from Jim Smith, however all other permits are also available from the following outlets: 

Annual Permits (except Sea Trout Permits), Winter Permits and Day Tickets (but not Guest or Pool permits) are available from:

Barcombe - Barcombe Post Office, High Street, Barcombe Cross, East Sussex, BN8 5DH (P.O. hours only)
Barcombe Mills - Boathouse Organic Farm Shop, Uckfield Road, Clay Hill, Lewes, BN8 5RX

(Please note that, following a change of ownership, The Anchor Inn no longer sells permits on behalf of OAPS)
East Grinstead - M.A.Wickham, 4 Middle Row, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3AX
Haywards Heath – Joe Raczkowski, 40 Bentwood Crescent, Haywards Heath, RH16 3PW – please call Joe first on 01444 455580 to confirm that he will be available.
Heathfield – Sussex Angling Supplies, Streatfield Road, Heathfield, TN21 8LA
Hove – Lagoon Bait & Tackle, 327, Kingsway, Hove, BN3 4LD 

Lewes – Percy’s, 9, Cliffe High Street, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2AH
Uckfield – Uckfield Angling Centre, 212a, High Street, Uckfield, TN22 1RD
When purchasing permits you will be issued with maps giving full details of our waters and a list of our rules. Annual permit holders will also receive a parking sticker.

Prices

With the introduction of separate sea trout permits (also covering coarse fish), for adults, seniors and under 19s, only available from Jim Smith, a new permit pricing system is in effect for the 2010/11 season. Please note that, in order to effectively manage the sea trout fishery a maximum of 50 sea trout permits (adult, senior and junior combined) will be issued in any year. Once this limit is reached, further permits will not be issued. Permit costs for the forthcoming season are: 
Annual Permits
Adults (aged 17 – 59years): Sea trout and coarse fish:     £78 (available only from Jim Smith)
                                             Coarse fish only:                   £68

Senior Citizens (aged 60+): Sea trout and coarse fish       £44 (available only from Jim Smith)
                                            Coarse fish only:                    £34

Under 19s (aged 14-18 years): Sea Trout and coarse fish    £27 (available only from Jim Smith)
                                              Coarse fish only                   £17        
Winter Permits
Valid from November 1st to March 14th  
(and until April 30th on Piltdown Pond)                              £42 
Day Tickets   
Adults and senior citizens £7.50 per day, under 19s £3.75 per day.
These are for coarse fishing only, on specified stretches of the river and must be purchased before fishing. 
Anglers under the age of 14 years
Young anglers, who have yet to reach their 14th Birthday, may fish free of charge, provided that an adult, or senior citizen permit or day ticket holder, accompanies them.

Guest Permits
These are available to annual and winter adult and senior permit holders only and cost £7.50 per day (under 19s £3.75).
Pool Permits
Barcombe Mills Pool may be reserved in advance by annual Sea Trout Permit holders, for two rods only per day, at a cost of £10 per rod. Contact Jim Smith as usual. Details are in the information pack provided when buying your permit.

All the above permits (except annual Sea Trout Permits – adult, senior and under 19s - and Pool Permits, which are only available from Jim Smith) are available by post (please phone if you need one urgently) from our 
Permit Secretary, Andrew Woolley, 14 The Martlets, Mill Lane, S. Chailey, E Sussex BN8 4QG (01273 891312) 
or our Head Bailiff, Jim Smith, 15 North Fields, Isfield, Uckfield, E Sussex TN22 5XN (01825 750366).
At this point, I shall, as always, hand over to Jim for his Bailiff’s report. I do hope to meet you on the river during 2010.
D.B. April 2010  
Bailiff’s Report
Sea Trout
Although not an outstanding season, around 40 fish were reported taken, similar to last year, and not bad considering the often very low flows and hot weather.  A positive point was that, in spite of these conditions, very few fish were reported dead, a situation which has unfortunately happened during previous droughts. Flows were at times exceptionally low, particularly below the Barcombe Reservoir abstraction point. A lack of summer rain in the South East of England, perhaps a consequence of global warming, and predation by cormorants are amongst the hazards faced by our sea trout, added to last season by the presence of a number of seals in the lower river; a sea trout taken from the Mill Pool in mid-summer showed evidence of having been previously attacked by a seal. Nevertheless, in spite of all these pressures on the sea trout stock, the 40 or so fish which were caught were generally in excellent condition, with several fish of around 10lb being taken. A number of large fish were also reported as being hooked and lost. While the high average weight of over 5lb was maintained, a good run of finnock (or, as they are alternatively known, whitling) arrived in August, and many of these small fish, which have only been at sea for a few months and often weigh only a pound or less, were seen in the vicinity of the Mills. On a sad note, while there was no repeat of the summer mortality of a few years ago,  two large sea trout were found dead, no doubt due to the heat wave conditions, in one of the side streams at Barcombe. There was another unfortunate incident later in the year when the water level was dropped upstream of the Anchor weir (as far upstream as Sutton Hall weir) by opening the sluice gates, as it is each autumn, making it difficult for fish to enter the fish pass at Sutton Hall weir. However this year there was an unfortunate consequence in that three large sea trout were found dead at the foot of the fish pass.

When it did rain during the summer and autumn, the rise in water levels did not usually extend below the reservoir abstraction as the extra water was drawn off there, nevertheless fish did come into the river over the summer and in particular from mid-August to September. When the rains did finally come with a vengeance, after the season’s end, some good runs of fish came in and large sea trout were observed at various points along the river. Some of these fish were however, very coloured, and these fish, rather than being fresh run, were probably ones which had come in earlier and had spent the summer lying up in deep holes in the river, waiting for the rain to arrive. Runs of fish continued to come in up to around Christmas, their upstream migration being helped by it being the wettest winter for many years. During a window in the wet weather some fine fish were observed spawning, including on gravels which had been cleaned, or in the case of the Northend Stream, recently introduced by the Sussex Ouse Conservation Society (SOCS) for fish to spawn on. SOCS Sea Trout Watch teams managed to undertake some redd counts, although surveying for redds was impeded by the constant high water levels.  SOCS is now working hard on a number of projects which will help both sea trout and other species of fish and wildlife on the Ouse system generally; I am SOCS’s Field Officer and the SOCS has many aims in common with OAPS, so why not have a look at the SOCS website at www.sussex-ouse.org.uk, or better still join SOCS, the annual subscription is only £15 and you can join by contacting the membership secretary, Neil Pringle  (neil.pringle@sussex-ouse.org.uk ).
I’ve previously mentioned my concern about cormorants, which do, each year, seem to fish further inland up the catchment. I found a decomposing finnock with cormorant marks on it; nothing is safe from that beak. This isn’t of course an issue which affects just the Ouse; it is something which is happening throughout Sussex and much of the UK.
Thanks to all who provided me with a catch return in 2009, it is important (and a rule of the Society) that if you keep a fish that a sample of scales is taken, and that these, along with a record of its length, weight and sex are sent to me. Thank you to all of those of you who sent scales to me last year; please continue to send them in; thank you also for sending in the catch return slips; these are very important in helping us to monitor and manage the sea trout fishery. I send the scales on to Dr. Clive Fetter; they are essential to allow him to continue his long term research, based on scale readings provided by OAPS permit holders. Dr. Fetter has recently produced a really excellent and comprehensive report on the Ouse sea trout population, based on  his readings, over many years, of the scales provided to him (via myself) by Ouse sea trout anglers. Dr. Fetter has asked me to pass on his thanks to all who have provided scale samples to him over the years.
Please note that the only area on the Society’s waters where night fishing is permitted is the Mill Pool (and only then when fishing on a Pool Permit, which is obtainable only from me). Please also note that if you wish to fish the Pool you must make a payment to me in advance of fishing; there have been occasions when anglers have fished the Pool on the assumption that they could pay afterwards, this is not permitted. It is a strict rule that no fishing of the Pool is allowed unless payment has been received in advance. The only circumstance when anglers may park overnight is in the Society’s car park at Barcombe Mills, and only then when fishing on a Pool Permit. No overnight parking is allowed at the Society’s other car parks and parking stickers must be displayed when using any of them, thank you for your continued co-operation with respect to this. 
Kindly always fish in a sportsmanlike manner at all times (this includes not getting too close to other anglers) following the Countryside Code at all times and leaving no litter. Please leave the river as you find it; I spend many hours clearing the banks to keep them tidy and nothing annoys other anglers and me more than finding litter on the banks, though I know that anglers are not usually the culprits. As always, If you see any sign of poaching, or other suspicious activity, please report this to the Environment Agency on its Hotline, 0800 807060, or directly to me and appropriate action will be taken. 
This season there will be a new Sea Trout Permit issued; if you wish to fish for sea trout on OAPS waters you must purchase one of these permits, which is available only from me and is not available from the other outlets. There is an application form for the new Sea Trout Permits enclosed with this Newsletter. Mill Pool Permits also continue to be available only from me. Please remember that if you are fishing for sea trout you must, in addition to your OAPS Sea Trout Permit be in possession of a current migratory fish licence; a coarse fish and trout licence does not permit you to fish for sea trout on the Ouse.
Let’s all hope for some reasonable sport in 2010 and well into the future. Finally, please do have a look at the Sussex Ouse Conservation Society website, www.sussex-ouse.org.uk , it is very informative, is regularly updated, and includes a lot of information about the Ouse sea trout and the work SOCS is undertaking to help the sea trout population. As well as being Head Bailiff for OAPS, I am also Field Officer for SOCS.
Coarse fishing

It is good to see, and hear of, improvements in the catches of coarse fish throughout the Society’s waters from the tidal reaches through the Mills and the Anchor and further upstream. Quite a few small barbel were reported, from the Anchor weirpool and Andrews Stream in particular. The largest reported barbel was a fish of 9lb, again from the Anchor weirpool, a location which also produced some good perch to over two and a half pounds. Perch of a similar size also turned up at various other locations throughout the fishery; they now, after many years, finally seen to be making a comeback. Some good rudd were also seen and caught in the Barcombe Mills area, where tench to 5lb also showed, especially to anglers fishing with worms as bait. 

It was nice to see many good mixed bags, comprising mostly roach, dace and chub. Like the perch, the roach also now seem to be making a strong comeback, after being present in quite low numbers for many years. Perhaps as a result of the increase in roach numbers, plenty of roach-bream hybrids also turned up, particularly in the lower tidal river.  Good numbers of fairly large bream to about 5lb were also taken, with a particularly good fish of 7lb reported from the mouth of the Bevern. Every year during the summer a shoal of bream takes up residence in the Mill Pool and, during warm settled weather, can often be seen basking in the sun. It was also good to see shoals of mixed coarse fish on the surface in the calm water above the siphon (which runs under the old toll road) at the Mills, and some good catches came from this area.
Some very large carp were, as has been the case for several years now, reported from the Hamsey area; these fell to a variety of baits, although halibut boilies seemed one of the more successful baits, accounting for a 30lb plus fish. If you do wish to report a notable catch to me please do so; such reports are always very welcome. If you wish to report a catch by phone and I’m not in to take your call, please, if you are leaving a message, leave your name and permit number. Photographs are particularly welcome and, with your permission, can be included in our website. Amongst the more unusual catches reported (and photographed) was a wels catfish of a little under 5lb which although unusual and of interest, is something which does not belong in the river, no doubt having been illegally introduced. 

Sport with pike was, unusually, rather patchy last season, due to first the autumn rains and then the exceptionally bitter winter, affecting the river at the time when pike fishing normally comes into its own. However, between the floods, and when the river was not inaccessible due to snow, perfectly conditioned pike into double figures, and a few into the 20’s were caught; all the ones I saw fell to deadbaits. In last years Newsletter and Information Pack we emphasised that pike anglers must use adequate tackle; most anglers fish for pike in a responsible way, including using an appropriately large landing net and line of at least 15lb, but I was disappointed last season to find a dead pike with a set of large hooks in it attached to broken low breaking strain line; not a pretty sight. Please ensure that you do use suitable tackle if you are going to fish for the Ouse pike, which can be very large, there are fish to over 30lb and 20lb fish are not unusual; if you are unsure about  what tackle or net is required, contact me, other experienced pike anglers, or your tackle dealer.
Please note that only two rods can be used on one Environment Agency rod licence; this legal requirement has unfortunately been abused on a few occasions by carp or pike anglers. Please adhere to this, and all of the Society’s rules; the breaking of these will not be tolerated. If you see anyone who is not following the rules (as set out in the Information Pack) please report such infringements to either myself or the Society’s other bailiffs and appropriate action will be taken. While it isn’t a big problem on OAPS waters, fishing without a permit is poaching and a form of theft, so if you do encounter anyone doing this please report it to me and suitable action will be taken. Suspicious activity can also be reported to the Environment Agency directly on its hotline number, 0800 807060.
Litter has fortunately not been a major problem on the main river over the past season, however the occasional can and plastic bags that have clearly contained pike or carp bait have been found and had to be cleared up. While most of the litter on the bank which I clear up, especially at the Mills where there are numerous picnickers and dog walkers, has been left by non-anglers, it seems that sadly some has been left by anglers, please don’t do this, it is a breach of the Society’s rules which will be taken very seriously by myself and the Committee. If you do come across any litter while you are fishing, even if you are not responsible for it, it’s always a big help to me if you can remove it and put it in the nearest bin.
I would like to thank all who fished in 2009/10 for your support and I will no doubt see many of you on the banks again as soon as the 2010/11 season is upon us; let’s hope for rather better fishing conditions this coming season and yet more specimen fish.
 J.S. April 2010
We both look forward to seeing you along the river in 2010/11, 

Dave  Brown                          Hon. Secretary 
Jim Smith                              Head Bailiff                                       
